
Preparing the girls for the world; 
preparing the world for the girls.

GIRLS INC.  
WORKS!

A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 2 2
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Doing Good for the Girls!

My time at Girls Inc. has been a privilege, an honor, 
and my for-real education. For Na’Kyah, there are so 
many opportunities ahead for her –so much learning, 
so much fun.

When I started working here in 2003, I believed that Girls Inc. did good  
things for girls.

Now retiring after 19+ years, I KNOW Girls Inc. does good things for girls. In every fiber of my being,  
in every drop of blood that pumps through my sad-to-leave (but very proud!) heart, I know that  
Girls Inc. works. I saw firsthand how Girls Inc. created equity of opportunity for girls – thousands  
of them – who came through the doors each day for hands-on programs in STEM and literacy;  
access to technology; comprehensive sex ed; counseling; career prep; and more.
 
The 2003 teen girls are now grown women, some with children of their own (some of those children 
attend Girls Inc.!). Many have trade certifications, college degrees, or have started businesses. Some  
have done all three. 2003 kindergarten girls are now in grad school, or starting careers. Some of our  
alums work for Girls Inc. or other youth-serving agencies in the community.

Girls Inc. outcomes? Doctors, nurses, business women, clothing designers, entrepreneurs, architects, 
social workers, teachers, vet techs, IT professionals, civil engineers, political activists, hair stylists, media 
professionals, and more. Confident, self-sufficient women making smarter decisions for themselves and 
their families, contributing to their communities. 

Best believe I will miss the girls! But I leave Girls Inc. in the capable hands of the Girls Inc. team. As we 
look at the 2023 kindergarten girls, we can be confident that Girls Inc. will do good things for them. They 
will grow into Strong, Smart, and Bold young women – leaders of the future.

Peace out,

Ms. Roberta
Executive Director 2003-2022
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The Girls Inc. program model works because we have so many collaborative 
partners that bring specialization and expertise to the classrooms, sport fields, 
science labs, yoga mats, teaching kitchens, art rooms, and more. Our partners 
help spark curiosity and build girls’ foundations for future exploration and learning.

2022 PROGRAM PARTNERS
4-H Nebraska Extention
ABIDE
African Culture Connection
American Midwest Ballet
Approach Climbing Gym
Art Bus LNK
Arts for All
Ashlynn Therkelsen
Avenue Scholars
Big Garden
Blue Bucket Project
Carver Grange of Omaha
Center for Holistic Development
Charles Drew
Clarkson College
Collective for Youth
College of Saint Mary 
Creighton University Health Sciences 
Creighton University Trio  
	 Talent Search Program
Davies Dojo
Do Space
Draco’s Reptile  
	 Rescue & Refuge
Durham Museum
Liz Ebert
El Museo Latino
Everyday Science 
	 & Science Support
Film Streams
Daisy Finn
First Tee
Fontenelle Forest
Football for the World
Ja Keen Fox
Gene Leahy Mall
Girl Scouts Spirit of Nebraska
GRIT

Core program areas in our holistic approach to girls’ development include health 
(strong), education (smart), and independent living (bold) for girls.

In 2022, along with daily healthy meals & snacks, counseling services, access to technology, and safe, 
reliable transportation, programs included:

•	Advocacy 
•	Art
•	�African Dance, Drumming,  

	 & Culture 
•	Ballet
•	Beat Boxing
•	Book Clubs
•	Chickens & Bees
•	College Access
•	Diversity, Equity, & Inclusion

Program Partners

Programs

Sharonda Harris
HDR
Henry Doorly Zoo
Hillside Solutions
Hitchcock High Ropes  
	 Challenge Course
Hot Shops 
Steph Huntwork
Ivy League
Joe Fryman’s Farm
Joslyn Art Museum
Kaneko
Keep Omaha Beautiful
Kiewit Luminarium
Lauritzen Gardens
Life Launch Academy
Makovicka Physical Therapy
Lora McCarville
Methodist Counselors
Metro Stars Gym
Metropolitan Community  
	 College
Nature’s Soul
NCAA
Nebraska Game 
	 & Parks Commission
Nebraska Methodist  
	 Community Counseling  
	 Program
Dr. Derrick Nero
NICA
No More Empty Pots
NOAH
NorthStar High  
	 Ropes Course
Omaha Beef Prime Dancer
Omaha City Sprouts
Omaha Community  
	 Playhouse

Omaha Girls Rock
Omaha Performing Arts/ 
	 Hamilton Cast Members
Omaha Permaculture
Omaha Public Library
Opera Omaha
Pear Tree Performing Arts
Peter Kiewit
PGA
Planned Parenthood
Pleasant Avenue Paper Co. 
Prairie STEM
Rabble Mill
RESPECT
Society of Women Engineers
SPARK Positivity
Spelman College
Stepper-ettes Studio
The House of Afros,  
	 Capes & Curls
The Rose Theater
Truck Farm
University of Nebraska  
	 Medical Center
University of Nebraska  
	 Medical Center - Dermatology
University of Nebraska Omaha
UNL College of Engineering 
UNL Nanoscience Facility 
UNO Entrepreneurship Camp
UNO GenCyber
UNO Planetarium
UNO School of 
	 Interdisciplinary Informatics
UNO Service Learning
Whispering Roots 
Woods Tennis
Young Nebraska Scientists

•	Economic Literacy
•	Gardening
•	Gymnastics
•	Healthy Cooking
•	Job & Career Prep
•	Life Skills
•	Literacy
•	Media Literacy
•	Mentoring
•	Poetry

•	Recycling Club
•	�Reproductive Health & Sexuality
•	Skateboarding
•	Social/Emotional Learning
•	Sports & Fitness
•	STEM
•	Yoga
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Eureka!, a five-year STEM program, works by introducing girls to college 
campuses and STEM careers as young teens and helps grease the wheels  
for future academic and career success.

Protegé & Barker HousesEUREKA!

Sixteen young women and three children lived in Girls Inc. transitional housing 
facilities in 2022. Programs in life skills and independent living supports were 
offered to help with their transition to self-sufficient adulthood. 

 |  
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Transitional Housing & Independent Living

2022 EUREKA! PARTNERS
4-H
Adventureland
Alpacas of the Heartland
Approach Climbing Gym
Aviture Inc.
Bellevue Berry Farm
Championship Martial Arts
Clarkson College
Creighton Pipeline Program
Deloitte
Fun-Plex

Girls Inc.
House of Conundrum
Makovicka Physical Therapy
National Society of Black  
	 Engineers! at UNO
Omaha Children’s Museum
Omaha Permaculture
Orpheum Theatre
PEAR
Prairie STEM
Project EDGE

Survivors Rising
Team Locale - Nebraska Realty - 	
	 Angel Starks
Town & Country  
	 Humane Society
UNO Department of Engineering
UNO Department of  
	 Teacher Education 
Young Nebraska Scientists

From the hands-on STEM activities and swim 
lessons at camp, to the externships, to the 
close relationships with Eureka! staff members, 
leadership opportunities, and to the lifelong 
friends that I made, I am so glad I joined 
Eureka! Eureka! for life!

– Amarah Riley, Girls Inc. Member

2022 EUREKA! EXTERNSHIP HOSTS
Aviture Inc.
Clarkson College
Girls Inc.
Makovicka Physical Therapy
Omaha Children’s Museum
Omaha Permaculture
Prairie STEM
Team Locale - Nebraska Realty - Angel Starks
Town & Country Humane Society
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With a three-year grant from Girls Inc. national, we launched Project Accelerate, 
a program that speeds the entry of young women into positions of leadership. 
Project Accelerate ensures educational attainment and skill development to 
facilitate career success (preparing girls for the world); and drives cultural change 
towards equity in the workplace (preparing the world for the girls).

Amina, graduated college in May and was the first generation of her family to do so. She told us that 
she was “well-prepared for the transition from high school to college but not so well prepared for the 
transition from college to the workforce.” Project Accelerate aims to help with that transition.

Project Accelerate

Amina’s Steps:

Step 3
Taking meetings, advice,  
and interviews, including  
one with Esther Mejia.

Esther is the President and CCO of E Creative. What does  
Esther have in common with Amina? Like Amina, she is a 
woman of color. They both love marketing and branding. And  
they both love Girls Inc. Amina is an alum and Esther is a  
former Girls Inc. board chair. All of this to say: Esther gets it.

Amina is one of hundreds of Girls Inc. young women, either 
preparing for college or preparing to transition into the workforce. 
Project Accelerate – a targeted extension of the holistic Girls Inc. 
Experience – will support these young women through their next 
critical transitions – from high school through college and from 
college to career.

Step 1
A Starbucks date with executive director, 
Ms. Roberta (Her drink of choice? Skim 
flat white. Thank you for asking.), to talk 
social capital, dream jobs, and next steps.

Step 2
Sending out e-mails and 
making phone calls.
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There is no doubt that virtual learning during the COVID lockdowns of 2020 and 
2021 impacted girls’ learning. With support from the Rebecca Susan Buffett 
Foundation, we have been able to offer intensive, targeted reading interventions 
to help girls reach grade-level reading. 

With over 250 hours of programming for 48 girls and a focus on relationships, routine, and rapport, 
girls are making measurable progress in reading skills. Isabella, a bilingual learner, increased her letter 
recognition by 70% and her phonetic skills by 62%. Ieniece increased her decoding skills by 32% and 
her sight word recognition by 15%. Girls’ improvement was also measured in fluency, comprehension, 
writing, and spelling.

Girls Read; 
Girls Lead

 |  
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 |  

Diversity, 
Equity, 
& Inclusion

 |  

Girls Inc. staff and board participated in DE&I conversations and trainings.  
The DE&I committee of the board of directors held space each board meeting  
to check in regarding DE&I.

The girls met with a community facilitator to talk about race, advocacy, and the power of their own voices. 

We used a tool from our national office, a DE&I Roadmap, to help us talk about our culture, the language 
we use to talk about our work, and how to create an actionable plan for moving forward. The tool is being 
used to overlay our long-range plan to make sure the DE&I lens is applied to every aspect of the Girls Inc. 
universe – from soup to nuts.

We took surveys to assess some baseline information about our culture.

Girls Inc. offers programs about 
accessibility and inclusion to 
teach girls what that is and 
how it works in our world.

98%

The way Girls Inc. 
works takes diversity, 
equity, and inclusion

into account.

89%

93%

Girls Inc.'s values 
show that we care 

about diversity, 
equity, and inclusion.

 Girls Inc. hires staff that 
look like me. I see myself 
in the grown ups around 

me at Girls Inc.

92%

I feel represented, 
heard, valued, and a 
sense of belonging 

at Girls Inc.

90%

DE&I Survey Results
Surveys are in and the girls and staff say...
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Girls who have the mentoring relationships and the all-girl, pro-girl environment 
that Girls Inc. offers are more likely than their peers to have positive relationships 
with adults and see them as allies, as well as to see themselves as leaders.

2022 PATHFINDERS MENTORS
Victoria Anderson	
Shamaere Ashby	
Erin Ashley	
Ashia Aubrey	
Kristina Avant	
Ashley Beamon	
Jensyn Bell	
Lauren Beringer	
Laura Bonnett-Murphy	
Maria (Julie) Borer	
Erin Borns	
Laura Brooks Dueland	
Shaila Clark	
Kaitlin Costello	
Sara Croll	
Madeleine Dangerfield	
Susan Davies	
Anna Dragon	
Shelby Duncan	
Sarah Eversman	
Sonya Flaten	
Emily Foje	
Cynthia Gasper	
Lisa Gotsdiner	
Ann Grace	
Marina Greco	
Hayley Griffin	
Lindsey Hardiman	
Jenna Herrick	
Dorthea Houston	
Channing Johnson	
Danaya Johnson	
Natasha Johnson	
Kelly Karls	
Amy Keller	
Julia King	
Andrea Klooz	

Keegan Korf	
Abbie Kretz	
Jessica Kroeker	
Ashley Kuhn	
Unek Langford	
Jean Larsen	
Sarah Larsen	
Rachael Lenaeus	
Jenny Linden	
Emily Lindsey	
Abigail Lingelbach	
Emily Lingelbach	
Leandra London	
Jeanne Lutz	
Annaleigh Mar	
Janae Marion	
Vanessa Martinez-Hernandez
Sara Marzioli	
Jaime Mason	
Haley Matter	
Rose McCoy	
Kaylen McFadden	
Precious McKesson	
Michelle Miller	
Libby Moberg	
Jerica Mohlman	
Morgan Moore	
Susan Mullin	
Katie Murnan	
Emily Mwaja	
Deborah Neary	
Donna Neeman	
Alicia Nguyen	
Jordan Nustad	
Megan Nyatawa 	
Bria Oliver 	
Aimee Owen	

Opeoluwa Oyewole	

Andrea Padilla-Rosas	

Tanya Patry	

Nickol Payne	

Meghan Ramirez	

Alondra Ramos	

Afrah Rasheed	

Maya Reed-Bouley	

Katie Rottinghaus	

Stephanie Roy	

Shelby Schelkopf	

Jill Schreck	

Jessica Shadduck	

Carmen Shannon	

Rebecca Slotkowski	

Dorian Stanfield 	

Tracy Stanko	

Alexandra Stone	

Courtney Swift	

Ashlyn Therkelsen	

Grace Thomas	

Trenda Titsworth	

Elena Torres-Small	

Barbara True	

Brandi Uher	

Taija Vermeulen	

Betsy Vrba	

Kristin Walsh	

Lara Wasmoen	

Roberta Wilhelm	

Katie Wilson	

Margaret Winton	

Claire Yocom	

Hannah Young	

Liza Zaruba

Pathfinders Mentoring
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Our staff is supported by two groups of dynamic leaders – our Board of Directors 
and the girlFREINDS Guild. Throughout the year, these dedicated individuals give 
countless hours toward our mission.

Thanks to volunteers who offered some labor of love - gardened with the  
girls, hosted sports clinics, created bulletin boards, served meals, read to 
girls, provided STEM career expertise, and much, much more. 

Daisy Finn
Alysha Fisher
Alecia Fitzgerald
Annabella Glatte
Stella Glode
Aaliyah Grafe
Trevor Gray
Thomas Here
Jenna Herrick
Nick Hibino
Maile Hori
Stephine Huntwork  
Hannah Im
Makayla Jones
Payton Kersten
Wilma Kuhlman
Letura Laigma
Jackson Langin
Danny Le
Abigail Lingelbach
Declan Magill 
Vivika Martinez
Grace Martin
Mary McDermott

2022 VOLUNTEERS
Renee Acena
Hope Allen
Molly Anderson
Christopher Angland
Mimi Arabalo
Nicolle Barmetter
Anna Barros
Jenifer Boettger
Nena Brown
Augusin Caliui
Abe Cardinal
Allie Celmens
Baolong Chautruong
Kaia Chiasson
Jaebon Choy
Kristin Chun
Beau Dawson
Alyssa Delia
Siri Doddapaneni
Lindsey Dollen
Aidan Dove
Ashleigh Erickson
Eli Fay
Rilee Filip

Volunteer Leadership	 Volunteers

Blake McDowall
Tiffeiny Meyer
Emily Michaels
Erin Murphy 
Kelly Murphy 
Bailey Musser
Grace Nielsen
Lizzie Nielsen
Brenna Ochoa
Leo Peter
Mercedes Philips
Alondra Ramos
Jalen Ramos
Ashley Rising
Dr. Diane Rivers 
Kaylee Rothmeyer
Pakpravee Sae-Eurng
Hank Salsbury
Rachael Schneiber
Rebecca Slotkowski
Rachel Smith
Lainie Steven
Miranda Swanson
Teresa Swanson

Wyatt Taruzon
Birahma Teague
Ashlyn Therkelsen
Macy Thonen
Lori Tiarks
Jancie Tiggelaar
Madeline Van Deden
Rebecca Villarreal
Mackenzie Vitosu
Anna Walter
Brandon Williams
Brad Young

2022 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Officers	
Collette Lozier,  
	 President
Amber Carman	
Lisa Gotsdiner	
Anne Herman	
Ashley Kuhn
Amy Lawrenson	
Mrunmayee Parvate	
Jenni Shukert

2022-2023 GIRLFRIENDS GUILD
Officers	
Ann Anderson Berry,  
	 President
Anne H. Bowen	
Cathy Haney	
Sarah Helvey	
Alexandra Hubbard
Dana Kaufmann	
Courtney McLean	
D. Ashley Robinson	
Samantha Saloman

Board Members	
Ann Anderson Berry
Amy Augustyn	
Keshia Bradford	
Vanessa Denney
Janae Donaldson
Camille Ehlers
Snigdha Ganta
Anne Harris	
Michelle Miller
Carol Mitchell
Yana Morgan	
Karen Pesek		
Ashley Robinson
Marisol Rodriguez
Dulce Sherman	
Amy Swartwood
Eric Taylor	
Sherie Thomas		
Ann Williams
Anna Wishart

Guild Board Members		
Dana Blakely	
Annie Bradford	
Catherine Cano	
Amy Dworin	
Shelby Foral	
Carey Jacobs	
Joy Kathurima	
Rhianna Kittrell	
Colee Maass	
Linda Sedjro	
Jonell Tempero
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MANAGEMENT TEAM
Roberta Wilhelm 
Executive Director	

Heidi Avalon*  
Director of Finance	

Tracy Brown  
Director of Operations	

Shannon Dunning 
Director of Administrative Services	

Amber Lewis 
Director of Programs	

Annetta Owens 
Katherine Fletcher Center Director	

Shannon Triplett 
Emma Lozier Center Director

PROGRAM TEAM
LaTaija Broadway** 
STEM Specialist	

Taleya Broadway 
Project Accelerate	

Brandy Chappell** 
4-7 Specialist

Ashley Chase 
K-3 Specialist	

Madeleine Dangerfield 
Sports & Fitness	

Morgan Keegan 
Eureka! Omaha	

Kennedy Leach 
Sports & Fitness	

Alexis Linder 
Eureka! Lincoln	

Tamara Marisett 
Literacy Coordinator	

Evelyn Taylor 
Literacy	

Brandi Turner 
Teen Specialist

PROGRAM 
FACILITATORS
Laura Bonnett-Murphy 	

Julian Camden	

Melissa Chavez	

Ivory Heard	

Robin Jefferson	

Chandalia Jones	

Jontaya Nelson	

Abby O’Brien	

Alicia Rojas	

Anahi Ruiz	

La’Cya Turner	

Imari Valentine	

Alondra Vargas	

Brionna White	

Sierra Williams	

Aravia Woods

COUNSELING  
& SOCIAL WORK
Karen Adams	

Stephanie Diaz	

AshLynn Samuel	

Ashley Weich-Petti

SPORT COACHES*
Audwin Brown* 
Basketball

Rebecca Ferguson* 
Gymnastics

Dallace Hammel* 
Volleyball

Joe McNair* 
Basketball

Abbey O’Brien 
Mountain Biking

Allie Tinnes* 
Gymnastics

Girls Inc. works because this team works! 

Team

OPERATIONS TEAM
Erin Ashley** 
Community Engagement

Nakeicha Ford 
Driver	

Samuel Frazier 
Maintenance Assistant	

Joselyn Gonzalez**  
Receptionist

Cheryl Greer* 
Cheryl’s Cleaning 
Service	

Montrice Henderson 
Receptionist	

Nicole Jackson 
Cook

Terrell Shields 
Director Maintenance  
& Transportation

MENTORING
Amina Abdullahi**	

Halle Whitney

VOLUNTEERING
Ivory Heard

ACCOUNTING TEAM
Sharon Appleby	

KaTeri Coleman*	

Nichole Gomez

FUNDRAISING TEAM
Laura Paulsen*
Grants 

Vic Gutman & Associates*

*Indicates Contractor
**Indicates Girls Inc. Alum
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Lunch For The Girls	
Sisters and authors Amber Ruffin and Lacey Lamar (and Omaha’s very own)  
were the featured guests at Lunch for the Girls 2022. 

Londyn, a Girls Inc. member, introduced them to our guests and included  
a book review:

I have never seen Seth Meyers. I’m not really sure who he is. But I have seen some of Amber’s Tik Tok 
and YouTube videos. She is pretty confident. She speaks her truth. She’s not afraid to say anything that 
Black people might be thinking. I imagine Lacey is like her sister: shares whatever she wants to share, 
tells crazy stories. Maybe more dramatic. Because that story in the book where the sales person thought 
the picture of Harriet Tubman on the checks was actually a picture of Lacey? That’s crazy. It’s cool to  
have Harriet Tubman on your checks. But it’s really crazy for someone to think it is Lacey. It’s like saying 
“All Black People Look Alike” without really saying it.”

Before I invite them to the stage, I want them to know, I plan to finish the book! I like it. It’s good.  
You all should read it.

Amber Ruffin and Lacey Lamar know how to speak up. In their book, You’ll Never 
Believe What Happened to Lacey: Crazy Stories About Racism, or on the Amber 
Ruffin Show or on Late Night with Seth Meyers – those two sisters know how to 
speak up. 

 |  
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In Honor  
& In Memory 
Each year donations are made in celebration of those we love and those  
we remember.

IN HONOR OF  
WARREN BUFFETT’S BIRTHDAY
Allan & Terri Maxwell

IN HONOR OF  
CT RETIREMENT
April & Jerry Koske

IN HONOR OF  
CT RETIREMENT: TEEN  
TRIP DESIGNATIONS
CJ & F-F Service LLC
Gwendolyn Foster-Steen
Gary Gotsdiner
Stacee Justus
Amy Lawrenson
Carol & Glenn Mitchell
Teresa Negron
Mary Neufeld & Venetia Reece
NUIHC
Robert Patterson
Jacqueline Smith

IN HONOR OF  
VANESSA DENNEY & THE AMAZING 
GIRLS OF GIRLS INC.
Leah Vinton

IN HONOR OF  
LISA GOTSDINER’S BIRTHDAY
Vic Gutman & Roberta Wilhelm

Motiva (and Warren Buffett!) support Girls Inc.

Motiva is a unique art form combining iconography, philosophy, and technology. The Warren Buffett 
piece, signed by the Oracle of Omaha himself, featured a selection of his well-known quotes. Our 
favorite? “Women make me optimistic about America.”

The bids reached $75K and our anonymous winner donated the Motiva back to Girls Inc!

Motiva

IN HONOR OF  
MS. ROBERTA & MS. EMILY & THE GIRLS
Amanda Brewer

IN HONOR OF 
KATIE WEITZ’S BIRTHDAY
Gary & Lisa Gotsdiner

IN HONOR
OF ED WILHELM
Bill & Deanne Fairfield

IN MEMORY OF 
JOAN BYERHOF
Ruth Keene

IN MEMORY OF 
SUSAN EUSTICE
Triangle Community Foundation, Inc. 

IN MEMORY OF 
KEVIN KEEGAN
Lucas & Megan Dannelly
Melissa Keegan
Gerald & Margaret Krause
Kellie & Spencer Southwell
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CHAMPION 
$50,000 +
Anonymous5

Grace E. Hansen2

MOTIVA1

ADVOCATE 
$25,000 - $49,999
Anonymous1

John Morgan30 
Lozier Foundation1

APPRECIATOR
$10,000 - $24,999
Anonymous1

Collette Lozier4

Mutual of Omaha1

The NBK Foundation1

Katie Weitz14

RISK TAKER
$5,000 - $9,999
Anonymous1

Roger & Madeleine Barber1

Big Red Keno1

Brooks Sports, Inc.1

Church of the Brethren1

Cox Communications1

Deloitte & Touche LLP14

Fidelity Charitable1

Greater Omaha  
	 Packing Co., Inc.21

Kiewit Corporation1

Milton & Miriam Waldbaum  
	 Family Foundation2

Nebraska Furniture Mart16

Murray H. & Sharee Newman19

Omaha Public  
	 Schools Foundation11

Security National Bank20

Streck Inc.1

Valmont Industries1

Jolene Vermeer1

ENTHUSIAST
$1,000 - $4,999
Jane & Ray Allamong21

Alley Poyner Macchietto 	
	 Architecture, P.C.8

American National Bank27

Ann Anderson Berry6

Anonymous1

Avenue Scholars Foundation1

Baird Holm LLP17

Michael O. Beatie1

Behavioral Health Education 	
	 Center of Nebraska1

Blair Freeman4

Bluestem Prairie  
	 Foundation10

Brooks Sports Inc.7

Bridget Bumgardner1

BVH Architects1

Michael & Jo Cavel21

Central States Health  
	 & Life Co. of Omaha1

Cline, Williams, Wright,  
	 Johnson & Oldfather, LLP4

Cobalt Credit Union12

College of Saint Mary1

Conagra Brands Foundation5

CSG Systems Inc.1

Vanessa Denney2

E Creative2

First National Bank of Omaha4

Fraser Stryker PC LLO17

Girls Incorporated  
	 National Office1

Lisa & Gary Gotsdiner10

Vic Gutman  
	 & Roberta Wilhelm11

Amy Haddad1

HDR Inc.10

Heritage Services7

Anne Herman1

Holland Basham Architects1

Robert & Addie Hollingsworth7

Ike & Roz Friedman 
	  Foundation17

Johns Manville1

Katie & Justin Kemerling1

Gerald & Margerete Krause1

Lebanon Church of  
	 the Brethren1

Dianne S. Lozier1

Deborah MacDonald1

McGill, Gotsdiner, Workman  
	 & Lepp, P.C., L.L.O.3

Courtney McLean1

MECA14

Metropolitan Utilities District1

Nebraska Medical Center1

Robert Novak  
	 & Kathleen Kirschner5

Olsson1

Olsson Foundation Inc.1

Optimist Club of Omaha  
	 Youth Foundation23

Pinnacle Bank16

Prodigy Asset Management2

Rebensdorf  
	 Family Foundation1

Jane Rogers16

The number listed next to each champion indicates the number of years they have given.

The Champions for Girls giving society was started in 2017 to align with Girls Inc. 
affiliate societies across the country - a movement for girls! It recognizes families, 
individuals, companies, and foundations giving unrestricted funds to champion 
girls in our community.

Champions For Girls

Rose Blumkin Foundation Inc.17

Amy & Mike Ryan12

Judy Saniuk1

Scheels1

Polina Schlott4

Southern Glazer’s Wine  
	 & Spirits of Nebraska1

Michael & Maria Stageman1

Janet Strauss7

The Fred & Sally  
	 Bekins Foundation6

The Gallup Organization11

The Hawks Foundation1

The Richard & Laura  
	 Schrager Foundation1

L.B. “Red” & Jann Thomas 31

Triangle Foundation11

Union Pacific Fund for 
	 Effective Government3

Union Pacific Railroad11

University of Nebraska  
	 Foundation3

University of Nebraska  
	 Medical Center29

Vic Gutman  
	 & Associates Inc.17

Arnie & Anne Weitz6

Lynn Williams1
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For many of our girls, obtaining a scholarship means pursuing a degree that 
prepares them for their careers. In some cases, it means becoming the first 
generation in their family to attend college. These girls are trailblazers who 
believed in themselves and broke glass ceilings.

Girls Inc. alums are currently attending school at: University of Nebraska Lincoln, University of Nebraska 
Omaha, Metropolitan Community College, Iowa Western Community College, Creighton University, 
Hastings College, North Carolina A & T, Delaware State University, University of Chicago, and Xavier. 
Scholarship funds help girls with laptops, tuition, room and board, meal plans, sport team uniforms, 
parking passes, and other school related expenses.

In 2022, girls received scholarships from the following scholarship funds: 

Scholarships In-Kind Donors

Juliette Adams
Alpha Xi Delta
Approach Climbing Gym
Banana Republic  
	 Village Pointe
Lili Buffett
Susie Buffett
Can’t Stop Collecting Dolls’  
	 Doll Club
Michelle Craig
Douglas County 
	 Health Department
Shannon Dunning
David Fell
Film Streams
First UMC
Fun-Plex
Jakob & Izabella Gaskill
Patti Giorgi
Morgan Goethel

Henry Doorly Zoo 
Hightower Reff Law
Darbi Klinkhammer
Lauritzen Gardens
Leadership Omaha
Lozier
Johanna Lyon
Jim McNeil, Jr.
Meridian Clinical Research
Mutual of Omaha
Nancy Neary
Nebraska Association 
	 of Women Police
Nebraska Democratic Party
NorthStar Coat Drive 
N. Obermeyer
Omaha Community Playhouse
Omaha Performing Arts
Papio Fun Park
Charlotte Peck

Donations of tickets to sporting events, bicycles, coats, craft supplies, hygiene 
supplies, tampons, magazines, recycled materials, furniture, prom dresses, 
yarn, fabric, appliances, and more went to supply programs or directly to girls 
and families. Thank you!

Anna Peterson
Pinnacle Bank
Ruth Renbeuh
Scheels
Tim Skowronski
Sodexo with Nebraska Medicine
Spielbound Board Game Cafe
Vance Taylor
Ted and Wally’s
That Pottery Place 
The Rose Theater 
The Selfie Spot 
UNMC Pediatrics
UNO Women’s Basketball
Vic Gutman & Associates

And members of the 
girlFRIENDS Guild

Justyce Cribbs received Girls Inc. National 
Scholarship for her hard work and dedication.

Girls Inc. National Scholarship
Lucile Miller Wright Scholarship

Jody Fike Memorial Scholarship
Jody Fike Foundation

Lozier Scholarship
Lozier Foundation

Mary S. Landen Scholarship
The Landen Foundation
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Robert B. Daugherty  
	 Foundation	
Sokolof Foundation	
South Omaha Historical  
	 Grant Committee	
Starbucks Foundation	
State of Nebraska	
The Hawks Foundation	
The Phillip & Terri  
	 Schrager Foundation	
The Sherwood Foundation
The Turner Construction  
	 Company Foundation
Todd & Mary Heistand  
	 Family Foundation	
Triangle Community  
	 Foundation, Inc.	
United Way of the Midlands
University of Nebraska  
	 Medical Center 
James & Maureen Waldron
Weitz Family Foundation
William & Ruth Scott  
	 Family Foundation	
Women’s Center  
	 for Advancement

$250 – $999
Larry & Jean Anderson 
Lynne Anderson
Anonymous
Apartment Association 
	 of Nebraska
Kevin & Amy Augustyn
Heidi Avalon
Aviture Inc.
Jerry & Karen Bexten
Kathryn Blesener
Matthew Bosch
Kelly & Amanda Brewer
Bridges Family 
	 Charitable Foundation
Crystal Brislen
Irene Burklund

Kelly & Amber Carman
Tom & Ann Davey
Louie & Mary Dircks
DMSE Sports, Inc.
E. Robert & Phyllis H. 		
	 Newman Fund
Sandy Epstein
Equal Play: Inspiring  
	 Confidence for Girls (EPIC!)
Kelsey & Chris Ferris
Firespring Foundation
First Church of the Brethren
Rev. Jane Florence
Shelby Foral
Hannah Frey
Terri & Alan Gangestad
Cheryl Gun
William Hall
Sarah Helvey
Shari Hofschire
Mary Huerter & Adam Wells
Jessica Jensen
Nancy K. Johnson
Stacee Justus
Kali Baker Memorial Fund
Howard & Gloria Kaslow
Melissa Keegan
Heather Kock
Jerry & April Koske
Wendell & Wilma Kuhlman
Ashley Kuhn
Diny & Jim Landen
Theresa Laughlin
Lois Lee
Todd Lenczoski
Anna Lopez
Megan Lutz
Patricia Matson
Mary Megel
Esther Mejia
Methodist Physicians Clinic
Michelle Miller

Emily Moore
Yana S. Morgan
Mountville Church 
	 of the Brethren
Nebraska Farm Products
Marla Norton
Mark Nothnagel
Jody Nunez
Omaha Community Foundation
Omaha Summer Arts Festival
Michael & Barbara O’Malley
Randall Palandri

2022 GRANTS
Anonymous		
Big Red Keno	
Bill & Harriet Otis  
	 Family Trust	
Children’s Hospital 
	 & Medical Center	
Children’s Specialty Physicians
City of Omaha	
Cox Communications	
Downtown Lincoln  
	 Association	
Enterprise Holdings  
	 Foundation	
Exchange Club of  
	 Omaha Foundation	
Fidelity Charitable	
Girls Incorporated  
	 National Office	
Go Fish	
Holland Foundation	
Intentions  
	 Psychotherapy PC	
Juvenile Justice	
Leland & Dorothy 
	 Olson Foundation	
Lincoln Financial Foundation
Lincoln Journal Star	
Lozier Foundation	
Mammel Family Foundation
Mariner Foundation	
Metro Omaha Medical  
	 Society Foundation	
Mutual of Omaha	
Nebraska Appleseed	
Nebraska DHHS	
Oliver & Ferrol 
	 Barklage Foundation	
Olsson	
Pacific Life Foundation	
Kristi Pavel	
Peter Kiewit Foundation	
Richard Brooke Foundation

Silva Raker
Gerald Rathouz
Ron & Leilani Reuter
Beau & Ashley Robinson
Carol & Rick Russell
Philip Schaffart
Michael J. Scherr
Martin & Aveva Shukert
Paula Slavin
Sanford V. Smith 
	 & Andrew Smith
Deborah Smith-Howell

Quinn Texmo
Theresa Townley
David Utterback
Alan & Terri Wasmoen
Edmund Wilhelm
Women’s Center 
	 for Advancement
Women’s Fund of Omaha
Marilee Wood

Girls Inc. can’t work without the financial support of our generous donors.

Thank You
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Donors
$100 – $249
Megan Addison
Lisa Ahrens
Dan Allman
AmazonSmile Foundation
Anonymous
Antioch Church  
	 of the Brethren
AOI Corp.
Susan Aschinger
Allison Balus
Ronald Beachley
Nicole Birge
Rachel Black
Dana Blakely
Judith Boelts
Steve & Leslie Bogue
Caitlin Bolte
Rik Bonness
Catherine Bosley
Anne Bowen
Adonna Bryant
Andrea Butler
Kimberly Butler
Jane Campbell
Karen L. Campbell
Carroll Communications
Dr. W. Thomas Cavel
John Cheney
Cheri Cody
Courteous Kids
Melissa & James Crawford
Gerald & Rebecca Crouse
Dorothy Danielson
Lucas & Megan Dannelly
Rubye Lynne Davie
Mackenzie Denich
Jacqueline Dohner
Ann Doig
Dormody Family McDonalds
May Evergreen
Bill & Deanne Fairfield
Cameron Finke
Susan Fitze

Jacob Foiles
Terry & Molly Foster
Judith Frederick
Alison Freifeld
Anna Gadzinski
Snigdha Ganta
Meggan Gibson
Kay Lynn & John Goldner
Jennie Gollehon
Christopher Grossman
Sarah Gudeman
Cathy Haney
Leilani Harbeck
Kristine Hawk
HCA Healthcare Foundation
Paul Heaberlin
Anne Hellbusch
Mary Hewitt
Sandra Hodges
Indian Creek Church 
	 of the Brethren
Tom & Karen Jacobi
Carey Jacobs
Deborah Jadhav
Gloria Jenson
Abby Jordan
Stewart Kane
Dana & Michael Kaufman
Susan Keasling Evans
Emily Kemp
Mary Kentch
Mary Kiteley
Rhianna Kittrell
Larry Kitzel
Sarah Kole
Sarah Ann Kotchian
David Krecek
Morgan Kreiser
Melissa Kucks
Glen Kussart
Scott & Sue Kutschkau
Lisa Lackovic
Lafayette Church 
	 of the Brethren
Tess Larson

Amy Lawrenson
Ellen Layman
Ryan & Danielle LeGrande
Susan Lewis
Larry & Joanna Lindberg
Melanie Lotspeich
Lower Miami Church 
	 of the Brethren
Michaela Mapes
Allan & Terri Maxwell
Tamela McCreadie
Mechanicsburg Church 
	 of the Brethren
Ming Mei
Nancy Mitchell
Amy Morris
Tess Moyer
Elizebeth Murphy
Amy Myers
Vicky Nakibuuka Muli
Danielle Nantkes
Nebraska Interscholastic 	
	 Cycling League
Teresa Negron
Helen Nichols
Kaitlyn Niechwiadowicz
Olathe Church of the Brethren
Margy O’Loughlin
Omaha Chapter of the Links
ONEOK Foundation
OPPD Women’s Network
Linda Orr
Janet Otepka
Amy Parks
Robert Patterson
Lauren & Eric Peeples
Peter Kiewit Foundation
Mark & Suzanne Pieper
Donna Polk
Hobson & Denise Powell
Vicki Pratt
Angela Prince
Jacqueline Pueppke
Ashley Quarles
Maggie Rajnic

Venetia Reece 
	 & Mary Neufeld

Ron & Teri Rheinheimer

Nancy Roberts

Debra Romberger

Tim & Maryanne Rouse

Mitch & Lisa Runco

Serena Russell

Mary Sassen

Sharlette Schwenniger

Dulce Sherman

Megan Shirk

Rudy Smith

Edward Snodgrass

Kellie & Spencer Southwell

Brian & Nicole Spangler

Joan Squires

Richard & Tracy Stanko

Josh Stortz

Philip Stover

Mary Ann Strasheim

Janet Stukenholtz

Craig Stutzman

Lindsay Tettenborn

The GAP Foundation

Pat Thraen

Nicholas Troia

Katie Twit

Union Church of the Brethren

Irv & Gail Veitzer

Leah Vinton

Julie Walker

Warrensburg Church 
	 of the Brethren

Chris Wendlandt

Da’Quisha Whitaker

Katherin Wilson

Burton & Helen Wolf

Christina Wolfgang

Charles Young

Rosie Zweiback 
	 & Mace Hack

$1 – $99
Joyce M. Adams
Chantal Afuh-LeFlore
Michaela Alphonse
Cher Anderson
Leigh Andres
Anonymous
Kim Armstrong
Hiranmayi Arora
Laura Atkinson
Russell Avalon
Jeanne Barmettler
Linda Bashore
Jamar Bass
Katie Bassett
James Bates
Lee Beaty
Jean Beckman
Amy Benedict
James Bingman

Guy Boyer
Kathleen Bradley
Ellen Brilliant
Jordan Brunmeier
Cargill Team Blair
Lynn Chance
David Corbin
Krysti Cunningham
Sheila Davis
Gary DeLaet
Jeanne DeMars
Holly Dingman
Barbra Dohmen
David Doudt
Kaylea Dunn
Nan Erbaugh
Barb Farho
Stacy Feit
Rebekah Ford
Kenneth Fox
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Girls Inc. works but only if the girls do. We provide the opportunities but they bring 
the innate talent. The potential. The willingness to try new things. The courage to fail. 
The persistence. The dreams. As always, the girls do the heavy lifting.

The Girls We Served

AGE GROUPS

	28%	 5-8
	27%	 9-11
	33%	 12-14
	12%	 15-18

FAMILY STRUCTURE
	43%	 Mother Only
	24%	 Two Parents
	18%	 Unknown
	 6%	 One Parent at a Time
	 4%	 Foster Parent
	 3%	 Neither Parent
	 2%	 Father Only

ETHNIC GROUPS
	 <1%	 Asian American/Canadian or Pacific Islander
	 61%	 Black or African American/Canadian
	 5%	 Hispanic, Latina, or Latin American
	 <1%	 Middle Eastern or North African
	 18%	 Multiracial or more than one race or ethnicity
	 2%	 Native American, Alaska Native, or Indigenous
	 8%	 White
	 6%	 Unknown

HOUSEHOLD INCOME

	42%	 Under 10,000
	 6%	 10,001-20,000
	12%	 20,001-30,000
	16%	 30,001-50,000
	 7%	 50,001 and over
	17%	 Unknown/Unavailable

Donors (continued)
Jacquelyn Franck
Harper Garland
Robert Goding
Tatem Gordon
Stacy Gravning
Marilyn Gryder
Jody Gunn
Thomas & Teri Hamburger
Terri Hansen
Ellen Hargus
Anne Harris
Irvin Heishman
Highland Avenue Church  
	 of the Brethren
Scott Hoffman
Donald & Michele Hotz
Kayla Howard
Jean Jeffrey
John Jones
Ranae Keckeisen
Ruth & Jim Keene
Edith Keiffaber
Juliann Kellie
Heather Kennedy
Nicolette Kerns
Michaela Knoll
Alexander Kopelman
Sara Koske
George & Teresa Kretz
Megan Lassek
Catherine Laycook
Dan Lichty
Lincoln Community  
	 Foundation, Inc
Thomas & Nancy Lund
Colee Maass
Kathryn Mack
Timothy & Donna 
	 Ritchey Martin
Sean McCarthy
Alicia McCormick
Emily McElravy
Laurel McLane
Diane McPherson
Gabriella McTate

Josie Metal-Corbin
Anne Meysenburg
Rosemary Michael
Microsoft
Julie Millea Cobb
Robert Miller
Blaine Miner
Dr. Carol Mitchell
Cary Mohiuddin
Emily Mohs
Jennifer Mosser
Jaime Mukherejee
Nebraska Medicine
Mariana Nieto
Kristi Nohavec
Nuance
Clayton Oakley
Cynthia Peel
Donald Preister
Shari Reynolds
Debra Risinger
Melanie Rodriguez-Hild
Bruce Rosenberger
Maggie Rossiter
Sara Salkeld
Nicole Schaefer
Elizabeth Schropp
D. Jean Shaffer
Rev. John & Carol Sievers
Nancy Sinnett
Kevin Sittig
Dawn Smejkal
Jackie Smith
Candice Starks
Nicole Staroscik
Ellord Steen
Stevens Hill Community		
	 Church of the Brethren
Howard Stimson
Christopher & Barbara 		
	 Stratman
Krystal Stubbendeck
Erin Swadener
Linda Swarts
Patty Talbert

Target Corporation
Angela Thomas
Jerry Tobias
Stacy Topf
Susan Towles
Paola Villegas
Susan Wallis
Monica White
Robin Wiar
Prudence Widlak
Winton Family
John Wise
Lawrence Woodruff
Cecily Zdan
Amee Zetzman
Gretchen Zience
Stacy Zoucha

Face-to-face:

875
In Our Centers:

757
Through Outreach:

373
Total People Treated  
in the UNMC Clinic:

626
Total Vaccines 
Administered:

725
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Financials
One of the goals on our strategic plan is to be a data driven organization, 
elevating the role of data and analytics. Ms. Heidi Avalon, our Director of  
Finance, helped us advance this goal in 2022 with financial reports that  
were clear, timely, user-friendly, and accurate.

EXPENSES
STRONG (HEALTH).......................................................... $889,939............................................... 22%

SMART (EDUCATION)..................................................... $1,409,817 ........................................... 35%

BOLD (INDEPENDENT LIVING)....................................... $793,750 .............................................. 19%

CENTER ACTIVITIES (FIELD TRIPS, PARTIES, ETC.)...... $ 207,361 ................................................ 5%

FUNDRAISING.................................................................. $190,553 ................................................ 5%

ADMIN.............................................................................. $583,966 .............................................. 14%

TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSES.................................... $4,075,386

Admin 14%

Fundraising 5%

Programs 81%

At Girls Inc., I get to learn 
more about people who 
are different from me.

97%

I listen to other
people's ideas 
and feelings.

97%

I get along well with 
people of different races, 

cultures, and religions.

98%

There are adults
at Girls Inc.

who I respect.

96%

I listen to people
 even if I disagree

with them.

93%

I have a
great future 
ahead of me.

99%

At Girls Inc., 
I get the chance
to be a leader.

84%

I o�en think about ways 
that I can make the 

world a be
er place.

79%

Outcome Survey Results
The girls are experts in everything Strong, Smart, and Bold. 
Here’s what they say…



#PutYourMoneyOnTheGirls! 
Scan the QR code to give now.

402.457.4676
girlsincomaha.org

Emma Lozier Center
5407 South 30th St.
Omaha, NE 68107

Katherine Fletcher Center
2811 North 45th St.
Omaha, NE 68104

girlsincomaha

girlsinc_omaha
girlsincomaha We regret any errors or omissions in acknowledging volunteers, 

supporters, and those who paid tribute to others through their 
donations in 2022.


